The Review Conference on the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court

A fact sheet for African civil society about this important event

Key issues 

1.  What is the International Criminal Court (ICC) review conference?

The review conference is a meeting of the States Parties to the Rome Statute (the treaty establishing the ICC). The main purpose is to consider amendments to the Rome Statute. A secondary aim is to assess the Rome Statute system under the theme of ‘stocktaking’. The conference is taking place as a result of a requirement under the Rome Statute that a conference to consider amendments be held seven years after the statute entered into force (2002).

2.  When and where will it take place?

The conference will take place from May 31-June 11, 2010 in Kampala, Uganda. It will be held at the Munyonyo Commonwealth Resort (www.munyonyocommonwealth.com). A range of information on the conference is available at the following websites: http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ASP/; http://www.iccnow.org/?mod=review; http://www.iccuganda2010.ug/  

3.  Why is the review conference important for African civil society?

The review conference presents a unique opportunity for global reflection on international criminal justice for the world’s worst crimes (genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity). Hosted in Uganda, African governments and civil society organisations (CSOs) can use the conference to demonstrate and promote their vision for human rights and justice on the continent. Considering that all of the ICC’s current situations are in Africa, active participation from Africans is essential and will confirm civil society’s commitment to the ICC as an important partner in efforts to protect human rights and bring justice to victims. Although concerns have been raised in Africa about the ICC, we should approach the court constructively in order to strengthen the institution that Africa helped create.
The ICC Assembly of States Parties (ASP)’s commitment to including civil society in the review conference is clear. The 8th ASP resolved that “… the Review Conference shall be open to participation by civil society, including non-governmental organizations and representatives of victims’ organizations, and that their participation is key to successful outreach for the Court and the Review Conference…”.
4.  What will happen at the review conference? Is an agenda available? 
The primary focus of the review conference is to consider a limited number of amendments to the Rome Statute, most notably regarding the crime of aggression. However, during the first week, a general debate will take place, along with the stocktaking component of the conference, which will cover four topics:

· The impact of the Rome Statute system on victims and affected communities

· Cooperation

· Complementarity

· Peace and justice  

Although not the main reason for the review conference, the stocktaking sessions present an important opportunity for constructive discussions to help shape the investigation and prosecution of the most serious crimes at the international and national levels in the years to come. A provisional programme for the review conference has been made available. The agenda will be finalised at the Resumed Session of the 8th ASP in New York from 22-25 March 2010.  In summary, the provisional agenda provides for the following:

	
	Mon 31 May
	Tues 1 June
	Wed 2 June
	Thurs 3 June
	Friday 4 June

	am
	Plenary: opening & general debate
	Plenary: general debate
	Stocktaking: peace & justice
	Stocktaking: impact on victims
	Working group: crime of aggression

	pm
	Plenary: general debate
	Plenary: general debate
	Stocktaking: cooperation
	Stocktaking: complementarity
	Working group: article 8

	
	Mon 7 June
	Tues 8 June
	Wed 9 June
	Thurs 10 June
	Friday 11 June

	am
	Working group: crime of aggression
	Plenary

Working group: crime of aggression
	Plenary

Working group: article 124
	Credentials Committee

Reserved
	Reserved

	pm
	Working group: crime of aggression
	Reserved
	Drafting Committee
	Reserved
	Plenary


The conference will be run along the lines of sessions of the ICC’s ASPs, with the ‘general debate’ session in plenary, which will allow for broad interventions by states and potentially by a limited number of civil society actors. The stocktaking sessions are likely to be panel discussions followed by open floor sessions, which might include participation by states, representatives of the ICC, and civil society. 

5.  What role can CSOs play in planning for the ‘stocktaking’ sessions?

The Bureau of the ASP appointed specific country focal points for each of the stocktaking topics. The focal points are responsible for preparing a background paper and draft agenda for each stocktaking theme, and for making proposals about the outcomes of the four stocktaking issues, which can be different and could include resolutions, reports of discussions, declarations and other possibilities. All these points will be discussed at the Resumed Session of the 8th ASP in New York from 22-25 March 2010. Consultations were conducted by focal points in these preparations. 
Following the resumed session, CSOs can work to ensure governments prepare to actively participate in the stocktaking portion of the conference as discussed further below in this document. Once the stocktaking papers are adopted at the resumed session, they will be available at: http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ASP/ 

6.  What is the process for attending the official review conference sessions?

Because the conference will operate like an ASP session, all those planning to attend the sessions must be accredited with the ASP Secretariat. Those with accreditation will be able to attend the plenary sessions, the stocktaking sessions and other events taking place in conjunction with the review conference. 

The Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC) assists its members to obtain accreditation to ASPs, and will be doing the same for the review conference. If you would like to get accreditation, contact Alix Vuillemin at the CICC without delay (vuillemin@coalitionfortheicc.org) or the CICC secretariat at cicc@coalitionfortheicc.org. The CICC deadline for accreditation is April 11. 
7.  What pre-conference meetings are planned and how can civil society take part in side events during the review conference? 

There are various types of pre-conference and side events:

· International symposium on the stocktaking: The Uganda Coalition for the International Criminal Court (UCICC) and Human Rights Network Uganda (HURINET-U) will organize this symposium a few days before the review conference starts. (This is anticipated to occur on May 27 and 28, although the dates and venue have not been formally announced.) It is expected that the outcomes will be incorporated in a communiqué that will be presented to state delegates at the review conference. For more details contact Joyce Freda Apio, Coordinator, UCICC & HURINET-U, Kampala, Tel +256 0 414 285362, Mobile +256 0 752 866431, ucicc_uganda@yahoo.com or ucicc@hurinet.or.ug.  
· Official side events (which target mainly government officials from states parties): these take place in the conference venue, and are announced in the official journal of the review conference. These side events need to be arranged via the ASP Secretariat in The Hague, but the deadline for making bookings (26 February 2010) has passed. The CICC hopes to secure NGO facilities at the conference venue such as an office with meeting space (which those with accreditation to attend the review conference could make use of). Contact Cecilia Nilsson Kleffner at the CICC (nilsson@coalitionfortheicc.org) about arrangements at the conference venue, or the CICC secretariat for general inquiries: cicc@coalitionfortheicc.org. CSOs representatives will need to be accredited to the Review Conference to be able to attend these side events.

· Other side events coordinated by civil society: the CICC secretariat has the mandate from the ASP secretariat to coordinate civil society participation at the review conference. UCICC and HURINET-U are organising civil society participation in a ‘people’s space’, which will probably consist of a large marquee/exhibition area outside the review conference venue where CSOs can display their work, organise events and debates and network with other CSOs. Access to the people’s space will not require accreditation to the official Review Conference. The ASP secretariat has agreed to include information about the meetings organised in the people’s space in the official Review Conference journal.  
The CICC is compiling a comprehensive list of side events which will be distributed to its members and African CSOs once complete. For more information contact the CICC secretariat at cicc@coalitionfortheicc.org.

8.  What can African civil society do to prepare for the review conference?

· Call on governments to adequately prepare for the general debate and stocktaking and to send high-level representation (i.e. ministers) to the conference, at least during the initial sessions. With regard to this element, some CSOs have begun to develop a letter that can be used by different groups with their capitals, which will be circulated once it is finalised.

· Prepare written material on views African states should advance during the conference for dissemination to individual governments that includes civil society views on the functioning of the Rome Statute system and issues discussed during the stocktaking component of the review conference. This is another area of material that groups may work to develop in collaboration and circulate for sign-on.

· Hold meetings with government officials about the review conference and government plans for involvement in stocktaking and the general debate.

· Hold meetings of multiple civil society groups in advance of the conference to discuss issues on the agenda and convey the conclusions of these meetings to governments.

· Draw attention of national press to upcoming review conference, including by organising an informal briefing with the most interested ones a few weeks in advance to sensitise them about the importance of the event.

9.  What can African civil society do at the review conference?

· Observe general debate, observe and and participate in stocktaking discussions and/or pre-conference and side events that will be held during the conference.

· Initiate and plan side events to demonstrate the achievements of African CSOs with regard to international criminal justice and human rights work on the continent.

· Make material and publications available at the review conference through the use of a ‘people’s space’ that will be at the conference.

Background

1. Why is the ICC having a review conference?

In 1998, member states convened in Rome to negotiate the establishment of the International Criminal Court. Over the course of these negotiations it became clear that participating states would not be able to agree on a number of issues, including a definition for the crime of aggression. In order to prevent these disagreements from adversely affecting the outcomes of the Rome Conference, it was proposed that they be addressed at a later time, by way of a protocol or review conference. At the Rome Statute’s completion, Article 123, on the review of the Rome Statute, was included in the text. This article stipulates that seven years after the Statute enters into force (which was 2002), the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene a review conference to consider any amendments to the Rome Statute. 

2. What role has Africa played in the ICC to date?

Forty three (43) African countries are currently signatories to the Rome Statute of the ICC.  Thirty (30) African countries have ratified the Rome Statute and are members of the ICC, making Africa the most represented region among the Court’s membership. Approximately twenty (20) African countries have final or draft national implementation legislation which incorporates the crimes listed under the Rome Statute.  

Five (5) of the Court’s current judges are African: Fatoumata Dembele Diarra (Mali), Akua Kuenyehia (Ghana), Daniel David Ntanda Nsereko (Uganda), Joyce Aluoch (Kenya), Sanji Mmasenono Monageng (Botswana). One former judge, Navanethem Pillay (South Africa) is now the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. In the recent March 2009 elections for new judges, twelve (12) out of a total of nineteen (19) judicial candidates were Africans nominated by African governments. Africans occupy high-level positions within the Court, including: Ms. Fatou Bensouda (The Gambia) – Deputy Prosecutor of the ICC, Judge Fatoumata Dembele Diarra (Mali) – current First Vice President of the Court following the vice presidency of Ghanaian Judge Akua Kuenyehia, Didier Preira (Senegal) – Deputy Registrar.

As for civil society, over eight hundred (800) African civil society organizations are members of the Coalition for the International Criminal Court, representing approximately one-third of the global membership of the Coalition. Twenty one (21) African countries have National Coalitions for the ICC which actively works for the implementation of Rome Statute provisions into national legislation and the strengthening of the Court’s activities in Africa.  

In addition, an informal network of African civil society groups across the continent has actively pressed for African governments to support the ICC in the face of attacks since the warrant for Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir was issued. In July 2009, more than 160 groups issued a statement calling on African governments to declare their commitment to cooperate with the ICC following an African Union decision calling for non-cooperation with the warrant for al-Bashir (statement available at: http://www.ictj.org/en/news/press/release/2853.html). Groups also prepared a memorandum with recommendations to states in advance of a November 2009 AU meeting on the ICC review conference (available at: http://www.issafrica.org/uploads/21OCT09BRIEFING.PDF)

3.  About this fact sheet

To ensure that the opportunities presented by the review conference are maximised, a group of civil society organisations are collaborating to support both civil society and governments as they prepare for this important event. This fact sheet is part of a collaborative effort of African CSOs and international organizations with a presence in Africa, coordinated by the following:

· Coalition for Justice and Accountability (COJA), Sierra Leone 

· Civil Resource Development and Documentation Centre (CIRDDOC), Nigeria 

· Human Rights Network-Uganda (HURINET-U) 

· Human Rights Watch (HRW), Johannesburg 

· International Centre for Transitional Justice (ICTJ), Cape Town 

· International Crime in Africa Programme, Institute for Security Studies (ISS), Pretoria 

· Southern Africa Litigation Centre (SALC), Johannesburg
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